CORNWALL INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES AGENCY

MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 5, 2010 CORNWALL TOWN HALL 

Present: Regular members D. Stevenson Hedden, Adam Fischer, Doc Simont, Celia Senzer and William Hurlburt, Alternate Roger Kane and Land use staff Karen Griswold Nelson. 

Absent:  Alternate Andrew MacDavid

Chairman Hedden called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM in the Cornwall Town Hall with a quorum established. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: December regular meeting.

Motion Mr. Hurlburt, second Mr. Simont, to approve the minutes of the December regular meeting with the correction of Bunker Hill Road to Bolton Hill Road, page 1: unanimously approved. 

PENDING APPLICATIONS:  

A. App#533 – The Hollenbeck Club applicant/owner - “Petition for a Declaratory Ruling” for activities associated with WHIP (Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program” approved by the USDA/NRCS in 2007 to address the channel instability and habitat deficiency within the mainstay of the Hollenbeck River and the installation of a variety of conservation practices over a ten year period.

Representatives from the Hollenbeck Club, Messr’s Curtis Rand, Pat Boland and Nicholas Boyden, and Mr. Todd Bobowick, fisheries biologist, representative and design engineer for the United State Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) project were in attendance to represent the application. Mr. Rand addressed the delayed timing of the submission of the application for activities that had been started in Cornwall last summer. Discussion ensued as to the type of and design of the multi-town fish habitat restoration project, the extent and timing of the project in Cornwall and the approval process of the project through the various permitting agencies. Also discussed was the Cornwall Inland Wetland’s Agency’s purview of the project during the design and approval phase of the project by the USDA, NRCS and other state and federal agencies and its purview in the supervision and implementation of the project after the approval process.

After discussion:

Motion Mr. Simont, second Mr. Hurburt, to determine that App#533 – The Hollenbeck Club applicant/owner - “Petition for a Declaratory Ruling” for activities associated with WHIP (Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program” approved by the USDA/NCRS in 2007 to address the channel instability and habitat deficiency within the mainstay of the Hollenbeck River and the installation of a variety of conservation practices over a ten year period constitutes a “Use as of right” according to Section 4.1d of the regulations. Motion approved by Messer’s Fischer, Simont, Hurlburt, Kane and Mrs. Senzer. Motion denied by Mr. Hedden. 

Mr. Bobowick addressed the commission regarding the history of the Hollenbeck project overall from its inception in 2007 and gave input as to the design, monitoring and supervision of the project and similar projects in the state that he had designed and was responsible for supervising.

NEW APPLICATIONS:  None.

INLAND WETLANDS OFFICER REPORT.

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS:

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED.

OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION.

A. Regulation revisions – consideration of workshop meetings and public hearing dates. 

A special workshop meeting was set for Tuesday, January 19th for the commission to address proposed revisions to the regulations.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Mr. Hurburt, second Mr. Fischer, to adjourn at 8:20PM; unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Griswold Nelson

