MINUTES OF THE CORNWALL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
HELD ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2008 AT 5:00 P.M. AT 
CORNWALL CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL

Board members present were: Barbara Gold, Chairperson; Phil Hart, Becky Hurlburt, and Thomas K. Levine.  Irene Hurlburt and Wynne Kavanagh were absent.  Others present were Patricia Chamberlain, Superintendent of Schools; Kathleen Fitzgibbons, Principal; and Bob Kanehl, CCS teacher and principal intern.
Mrs. Gold called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.

On a motion by Mrs. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. Hart, the Agenda was amended to remove from 3. …“Amend Minutes – 10/18/07” and to add 11.d. Principal’s Contract.
,
On a motion by Mr. Hart, seconded by Mrs. Hurlburt, the minutes of the January 17th meeting were approved.
Mrs. Gold read a note from Dr. Fitzgibbons thanking Mrs. Gold, Mrs. B. Hurlburt, Mrs. Kavanagh, and Mr. Levine for the pizza dinner gathering following the last basketball game. 

Thanks were given to Susan Gingert for accurate work on student and financial reporting, as noted in a letter from the auditors.

Rose Frith, representing the PTA, distributed plans for a proposed new playground for the school to replace the current 17-year-old one.  After much research the PTA is recommending GameTime as a company that meets all guidelines, is guaranteed insurable, and obtains federal grant money that is deducted up front.  Both PE teacher Aaron Boucher, and school nurse Martha Bruehl were consulted regarding safety issues.  The funds being requested are $28,466, although there is a chance that more grant money will be available.  The Board asked Mrs. Frith to get back to them regarding further funding, to ask the PTA to see if there was any other funding source.  They suggested that the Town of Cornwall might be able to contribute, and thought that any money from the Board would likely come from the CCS Capital Budget.

Mr. Hart spoke of a grievance situation at the high school regarding the evaluation of an employee.  The Long-range Planning Committee has met and Jack Mahoney will chair the group – Phil Hart possibly acting as co-chair.  The next meetings will be held on March 12th and 24th.  The next budget meeting will be February 26th, at which part of the discussion will involve retaining some of the money accumulated from a reduced April assessment, to be held in a capital reserve fund.  Little Shop of Horrors will be in production on March 13th, 14th, and 15th. 
There was no Board of Finance report.

Mrs. Gold reported from the ABC Committee that the six Region One districts have formed a Transportation Collaborative and are seeking a 5-year contract, through negotiation or bid.  The superintendent’s evaluation was completed and a contract was renewed.
Ms. Chamberlain – Superintendent’s Report

· Distributed  historical and projected enrollment figures for Cornwall 
· Distributed recap of legislative breakfast proceedings.  Also a press release on the HVRHS Science & Technology Center.   Pledging not to use public funds for the transformation of the old Vo-Ag Center into a new facility, the 21st Century Fund for HVHRS has committed funds and will launch a Capital Campaign to raise the rest of the $1,000,000 needed to fully equip the center.
Dr. Fitzgibbons – Principal’s Report

· Erica Foster has been hired to complete the year as a long-term substitute when the science teacher goes on maternity leave.
· Kathy West has obtained $2,000 in grant money to enhance the alternative energy awareness curriculum, with emphasis on the solar panels to be installed at CCS.
· Tom Sawyer can be seen at CCS on March 28th, 29th, and 30th.

· On the recommendation of the CCS Health & Wellness Committee, the school will provide a light balanced breakfast to students prior to taking the CMT tests the first two weeks of March. 
The Standing Building Committee will be apprised of all issues regarding water damage to ceilings in several places in the school resulting from the heavy rain last week.  CIRMA has already been contacted and an adjuster and contractor have reviewed the damage.  Head Custodian Pete Selino informed the Board about the extent of the damage at the Budget Work Session.
The Board of Finance holds a Special Meeting on Thursday, March 13th to review the Board of Education 2008-2009 Proposed budget.  All Board members are urged to attend. 

,
On a motion by Mr. Hart, seconded by Mrs. Hurlburt, the Board approved the principal’s contract for 2008-2009 and 2009-2010.
,
On a motion by Mr. Levine, seconded by Mrs. Hurlburt, the Board approved the nurse’s contract for 2008-2009.
A new policy 5144.1 – Use of Physical Force – Physical Restraint(s)/Seclusion, and a revised policy 5141.31 – Student Health Services – Health Assessments/Interscholastic Sports Programs, were distributed for a first reading.

The Bradford Scholarship was discussed briefly.  A notice will go to the Cornwall Chronicle.

Pete Selino, Carl Bronson, and Tom Brown were commended for their hard work cleaning up after the heavy rain damage at CCS.  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:12 p.m.
Susan F. Gingert
Board Clerk
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