Update Overview 9.9.07

Dear Committee Members,

Since I have been out of town a few weeks, I wanted to review all that

has been happening so we are all up to speed. Next Saturday, about 11

we will all meet at the farmer's market as well. Please note I have

capitalized names of people with specific reports due for that time.

Bulb sales have been fairing well. I am in the process of tallying them

up so we can decide if we can give out free bulbs for CL&P alternative

sign ups. (Get a free bulb if you sign up.) Would anyone object to

this? Meanwhile, by my records we have over 87 and are working on our

second solar panel. This does not mean that the Energy Fund has the

same tally so NORA will check on this for us.

Anne and John have been working very hard on the grant process and

keeping Lakeville Journal supplied with updates.  See below:

Meeting With Gordon Tuesday, August 28 ’07 by Anne and John Zinsser:

The Energy Task Force was created to “oversee the progress of the

Town’s commitment” re the Resolution  the Selectmen passed in February 

committing to the 20% by 2010 campaign. 

Today we had a meeting with Gordon. We talked about our role and Gordon

talked of his priorities. After we get a solar panel for the school, he

would like to emphasize education regarding renewable energy. In

October he would like to have a house tour for houses green and/or off

the grid. He would like to have a presentation at the Ag Fair and he

would like to see press coverage of events, starting perhaps with a

story of Dan Horan’s car that runs on vegetable oil.

We asked about on-site renewable energy installations and he discussed

the pros and cons of wind, solar and water. We will pursue this. 

Regarding the $5000 grant, Gordon talked to Bob Wall of the CCEF and

will soon sign the required Memorandum of Agreement. The money will

come soon after. At the next Selectmen meeting, Gordon will set up an

Energy Task Force Restricted Account. Then the Task Force will deal

with  applications for funding to support local  public awareness and

education projects. 

It was a good meeting, with plenty of give and take. We will help each

other follow through on the various points. 

Back to the Overview Update:

The Ag Fair was very hot and I could not get the energy companies to

attend so I called Hale Hill Farm BioFuels to come. They did and signed

people on and announced that they will be supplying 20% biodiesel

through Berkshire Country Store within a month. They also supply home

heating oil at rates comparable to the standard, currently $2.49/gal.

Anne and I had a meeting with Ledly Laughlin and Harriet Dorsen to ally

with the Cornwall Association on a fall presentation of energy issues.

This will gie us a greater audience. We are looking at November as

Energy Month to include a panel discussion that examines Environmental

Issues, Alternative Energy Practices and Consumer Power. We would like

to have vendors at tables around the edges of this event to describe

the specifics of solar, CL&P provisions, biofuel, energy star

appliances, etc. During the month we want to show 3 films: Inconvenient

Truth, Too Hot Not to Handle and the Charlie Rose interview with Al

Gore. All this would be capped at the end of the month with a house

tour of Cornwall homes that have energy efficient modifications (some

are off the grid). Possible homes are Bennett, Wolf, VanDoren and

Ridgeway.

Next Saturday, I will be attending the Cornwall Association Meeting to

brainstorm and answer questions about this plan. More later on this.

A Warm Welcome to Debbie Bennett who has gotten out from under her

workload enough to help out. She is reviewing our notes and has lots of

experience, ideas and appeal appeal to contribute to our efforts.

Monday we will be checking in with Gordon at Town Hall at 10 am. AS

MANY OF US as can should be there. We will be going over the November

Plan and also targeting a public building as a Green Building for our

first solar panel and other modifications we want to exemplify.

I also want to mention that RICHARD is going to develop a page for the

Cornwall Website that is just Green News for the Cornwall Energy Task

Force. This will help make this a community effort and create a healthy

flow of ideas.

So the two things on EVERYONE's plate now are really pulling this

effort into a program that has a sample building, and an extension of

educational programs; and the November Program of Speakers and Vendors.

Please put on your thinking caps, do a little homework and come

Saturday to lump it together. This is taking beautiful form!
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