Cornwall Energy Task Force 

Minutes from September 15, 2007

In attendance: John Zinsser, Richard Griggs, Katherine Freygang, and Debbie Bennett

Reports:

By our numbers we have achieved the 87 sign ups to get one solar panel through the Smart Power initiative for CCS. We are still gathering signatures for a second panel either for the school, where most of our town energy is consumed, or for the Town Hall.

There are problems getting the signatures registered since CL&P households (and businesses) must be registered by both CL&P and a Clean Energy Company, then achieve an adjusted billing cycle, before they are considered a valid registration with the Clean Energy Fund. We are all working to push these signatures through with Nora Prentice heading the fact checking required.

At an informal meeting earlier this week with Gordon Ridgeway the Zinssers and myself the energy usage of town buildings was reviewed. Of the $68,000 the town spends on electricity a year, $43,000 is for the school. Therefore, 13% of the town’s energy will be registered with Community Energy, designating CCS as our Clean Energy Building.

When this is complete, and we have acquired a solar panel to make some of our own energy, there will be celebrations!

Meanwhile, the dollar earned on every CFL (Compact Florescent Light bulb) sale has earned us some freebies to give away, one per new sign up. The endeavor is to get people comfortable with the comparable soft white color of the new bulbs and enjoy the savings as soon as possible. Baird’s Store and the Berkshire Country Store are helping with these sales by carrying CFL bulbs for $2, and making them available continually while our committee only sells on Saturdays at the West Cornwall Market.

Energy Task Force members will participate at the WC Market as long as the weather holds, since this is a venue for discussion and education about the Clean Energy effort and the activities of the Energy Task Force as a whole.

Katie met with the Cornwall Association today because they have invited us to explore ways to assist with energy and environmental education. Many ideas were submitted for exploration and presentation including Food Production, an Eco-Fair, an Energy Efficient House Tour, various Speakers, and Environmental Documentaries. The ideas are still swirling but will result in a day of programs, hopefully for the fall. A committee within the Cornwall Association has been formed to develop this event, co-chaired by Harriette Dorsen and Brian Thomas.

Soon the Energy Task Force will be listed as a Civic Group on the Cornwall Website and our Logo, Mission, Resolutions and Minutes will be posted.

Richard Griggs will be working with Lazlo and Brenda Underwood to develop a website specific to cases and comments about Energy and Environmental Issues in Cornwall.

Next month we will have more information about grant applications and a budget drawn from donations and CFL sales.

We will also have a report on the viability of biofuel, and other heating fuels for Cornwall resident.

We are also at a point where we want to start hands-on workshops for families and in the schools. So suggestions are welcome.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine Freygang, Cornwall Energy Task Force

Please send comments and corrections to Kfreygang@aol.com

