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POPULATION AND HOUSING CHANGES IN

CONNECTICUT’S NORTHWEST CORNER 

IN THE DECADE FROM 2000 TO 2010

This paper summarizes the population and housing information that is currently available from the American FactFinder website of the Bureau of the Census. In addition, some related information from other sources has been included to provide context. 

The definition of the Northwest Corner focuses on the Town of Cornwall and includes the nine other towns that border on Cornwall.

1. TOTAL POPULATION


• As shown in Table 1, the Northwest Corner’s total year-round population rose by 1.6 percent in the first decade of this century.  


• This slow rate of growth indicates that there was substantial net outmigration from the area during the decade, since the natural rate of population growth (the excess of births over deaths) in a ten-year period would have been on the order of ten percent.
•  Cornwall’s year-round population fell by one percent during the decade. This brought it back close to the level it had been in 1990, twenty years earlier.


• The rate of growth in year-round population varied widely among the ten towns in the Northwest Corner. Two towns recorded year-round population growth during the decade of more than ten percent – Falls Village and Warren. In contrast, four towns lost year-round population during the decade – Cornwall, North Canaan, Salisbury and Sharon. 

• The Census primarily measures year-round population. However, many Northwest Corner towns also have substantial seasonal (or “weekender”) populations as well. Section 5, below, contains estimates of the seasonal population in these towns.

Table 1. Total Population, 2000 and 2010

	
	
	
	Change,
	Change,

	
	Population,
	Population,
	2000-2010
	2000-2010

	Town
	2000
	2010
	(number)
	(percent)

	Falls Village
	1,081
	1,234
	153
	14.2%

	Cornwall
	1,434
	1,420
	-14
	-1.0%

	Goshen
	2,697
	2,976
	279
	10.3%

	Kent
	2,858
	2,979
	121
	4.2%

	Litchfield
	8,316
	8,466
	150
	1.8%

	Norfolk
	1,660
	1,709
	49
	3.0%

	North Canaan
	3,350
	3,315
	-35
	-1.0%

	Salisbury
	3,977
	3,741
	-236
	-5.9%

	Sharon
	2,968
	2,782
	-186
	-6.3%

	Warren
	1,254
	1,461
	207
	16.5%

	9 NW Corner Towns
	29,595
	30,083
	488
	1.6%


2. AGE GROUPS

• Table 2 shows that in 2010 about one in five (21 percent) of the area’s year-round population were children or youth under the age of 20. Another 21 percent were older adults or Senior Citizens 65 years of age or older. The remaining three-fifths of the population (58 percent) was made up of working age adults between the ages of 21 and 64

• Cornwall’s age distribution in 2010 closely followed the pattern for the ten Northwest Corner towns as a group: one-fifth of Cornwall’s population was in the children and youth group; another fifth was 65 years of age or older; and the majority were in the working age category.

•  A comparison of Cornwall’s age distribution in 2010 (Table 3) with that shown in the Census ten years earlier indicates that the town’s number of children and youth shrank by nearly one-fifth (17 percent) over the decade. The size of Cornwall’s working age group remained essentially unchanged e while the number of older adults (or Senior Citizens) grew by nearly one–fifth (18 percent).  

Table 2. Major Age Groups

	
	Total
	Children 
	Working
	Older

	
	Population
	and Youth
	Age Adults
	Adults

	Town
	2010
	(Under 21)
	(21 to 64)
	(Over 65)

	Falls Village
	1,234
	230
	703
	301

	Cornwall
	1,420
	303
	820
	297

	Goshen
	2,976
	665
	1,794
	517

	Kent
	2,979
	613
	1,733
	633

	Litchfield
	8,466
	2,006
	4,802
	1,658

	Norfolk
	1,709
	392
	1,002
	315

	North Canaan
	3,315
	757
	1,931
	627

	Salisbury
	3,741
	671
	2,057
	1,013

	Sharon
	2,782
	495
	1,619
	668

	Warren
	1,461
	335
	851
	275

	9 NW Corner Towns
	30,083
	6,467
	17,312
	6,304


Table 3. Cornwall’s Major Age Groups, 2000 and 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	Percent

	
	
	
	
	Change, 
	Change,

	 
	 
	2000
	2010
	2000-2010
	2000-2010

	
	Children & Youth (under 21)
	364
	303
	-61
	-17%

	
	Working Age Adults (21 to 64)
	818
	820
	2
	0%

	 
	Older Adults (65 and older)
	252
	297
	45
	18%


3. HISPANIC POPULATION

• The population of the Northwest Corner is primarily white and of European origin. However, there is a small but growing number of persons of Hispanic origin, primarily from Mexico, Central America and the northern countries of Latin America. 

• As Table 4 shows, the Hispanic population in the Northwest Corner grew rapidly during the decade from 2000 to 2010. From less than two percent of the region’s total population in 2000, this group increased to nearly three percent in 2010. 

• In three Corner towns – Litchfield, North Canaan and Salisbury – there were more than 100 persons of Hispanic origin in 2010. In only one town – Sharon – did the recorded number of Hispanic residents decline during the decade.

•  The actual number of year-round Hispanic residents may be larger than the numbers recorded in Census data, given the likelihood that there are Hispanics who are not either citizens or legal immigrants who would not have been counted.

Table 4. Hispanic Population, 2000 and 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Percent 

	
	
	
	
	
	Change in
	Change in

	
	Hispanic
	Percent
	Hispanic 
	Percent
	Hispanic 
	Hispanic 

	
	Population,
	Hispanic,
	Population,
	Hispanic,
	Population,
	Population,

	Town
	2000
	2000
	2010
	2010
	2000-2010
	2000-2010

	Falls Village
	4
	0.37%
	19
	1.50%
	15
	375.00%

	Cornwall
	21
	1.46%
	34
	2.40%
	13
	62.29%

	Goshen
	33
	1.22%
	68
	2.30%
	35
	107.42%

	Kent
	72
	2.52%
	95
	3.20%
	23
	32.40%

	Litchfield
	130
	1.56%
	169
	2.00%
	39
	30.25%

	Norfolk
	16
	0.96%
	31
	1.80%
	15
	92.26%

	North Canaan
	79
	2.36%
	196
	5.90%
	117
	147.58%

	Salisbury
	61
	1.53%
	108
	2.90%
	47
	77.85%

	Sharon
	58
	1.95%
	53
	1.90%
	-5
	-8.87%

	Warren
	3
	0.24%
	31
	2.10%
	28
	922.70%

	9 NW Corner Towns
	477
	1.61%
	805
	2.67%
	328
	68.67%


4. HOUSING

• The total number of housing units in the Northwest Corner towns rose by 11.8 percent in the2000-2010 decade. This was in sharp contrast to the region’s slow growth in year-round population. 

• Three factors probably accounted for the contrasting growth rates of population and housing: (1) most of the gain in housing units may have been due to continuing expansion of the region’s seasonal (“weekender”) population; (2) there may have been a substantial decline – of nearly one-tenth – in the average number of year-round residents per housing unit; or (3) the number of vacant units in the region may have increased substantially.  Some combination of all three factors seems most likely to have occurred.

Table 5. Change in Housing Units, 2000 to 2010

	
	Total
	Total
	
	

	
	Housing 
	Housing 
	Change,
	Change,

	
	Units,
	Units,
	2000-2010
	2000-2010

	Town
	2000
	2000
	(number)
	(percent)

	Falls Village
	610
	779
	169
	27.7%

	Cornwall
	873
	1,007
	134
	15.3%

	Goshen
	1,482
	1,664
	182
	12.3%

	Kent
	1,463
	1,665
	202
	13.8%

	Litchfield
	3,629
	3,975
	346
	9.5%

	Norfolk
	871
	967
	96
	11.0%

	North Canaan
	1,444
	1,587
	143
	9.9%

	Salisbury
	2,410
	2,593
	183
	7.6%

	Sharon
	1,617
	1,775
	158
	9.8%

	Warren
	650
	811
	161
	24.8%

	9 NW Corner Towns
	15,049
	16,823
	1,774
	11.8%


• The rate of growth in the housing stock also varied among the region’s towns. Falls Village and Warren saw the fastest growth, each expanding by about one-fourth. The remaining eight communities saw growth in their housing stock over the decade at close to the region’s average rate.

5. HOUSING TENURE AND OCCUPANCY

• Three-fourths of all housing units in the ten towns were occupied on a year-round basis in 2010.  The remaining one-fourth were either occupied on a seasonal (“weekend”) basis or were vacant. The proportion of units that were seasonal or vacant varied widely among the towns. It ranged from a low of just under 12 percent in North Canaan to more than a third of all housing units in Cornwall and Salisbury.

• The data available from the Census does not differentiate between housing that was vacant in April, 2010, when the count was made and housing that is occupied on only a seasonal basis – which, in the Northwest Corner usually means on a weekend or summer-only basis. 

• No direct data on seasonal population is available from the Census. However, if the data for North Canaan of a 12 percent rate for “seasonal or vacant” housing units is taken as a rough approximation of the true number 

Table 6. Year-Round, Seasonal Housing and Vacant, 2010

	
	Total
	Occupied 
	Seasonal or
	Percent 

	
	Housing 
	Housing
	Vacant
	Seasonal or

	
	Units,
	Units,
	Units,
	Vacant,

	Town
	2010
	2010
	2010
	2010

	Falls Village
	779
	583
	196
	25.2%

	Cornwall
	1,007
	628
	379
	37.6%

	Goshen
	1,664
	1,192
	472
	28.4%

	Kent
	1,665
	1,246
	419
	25.2%

	Litchfield
	3,975
	3,459
	516
	13.0%

	Norfolk
	967
	720
	247
	25.5%

	North Canaan
	1,587
	1,400
	187
	11.8%

	Salisbury
	2,593
	1,693
	900
	34.7%

	Sharon
	1,775
	1,250
	525
	29.6%

	Warren
	811
	601
	210
	25.9%

	9 NW Corner Towns
	16,823
	12,772
	4,051
	24.1%


of vacant units, it can be estimated that there were about 2,000 “weekender” units in the Northwest Corner in 2010. This is probably a low figure, since it seems unlikely that the actual vacancy rate in 2010 was as high as12 percent. A more plausible estimate for seasonal housing in the region would probably be closer to 3,000 units.

• Seasonal population can be only estimated. If it is assumed that there are about 3,000 seasonal units in the region and that the average number of persons per seasonal unit is about the same as in year-round housing, (2.34 persons per unit), the total seasonal population of the Northwest Corner would amount to about 7,000 persons. 

6. LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA


• Changes in Census procedures. In 2010, for the first time, the Census Bureau did not use a long form to gather detailed social and economic information. The 2010 Census used only a short form asking ten basic questions such as name, sex, age, date of birth, ethnicity, race, and homeownership status. Detailed socio-economic information collected in past censuses will now be collected through the periodic American Community Survey. This Survey relies only on sample data and is therefore unlikely to generate usable data for small towns. 
• Anomalies in the data. While most of the Census data on population and housing for the Northwest Corner towns appears consistent with both longer-term trends and data available from other sources, some of the results are hard to explain. For example, Census data for Falls Village (Canaan) shows a population gain of 14 percent over the past decade but a 28 percent increase in the number of housing units (HU). If one assumes about 3 persons per new HU, this would leave about 120 of the additional HU reported by the Census either vacant or used only on a seasonal basis.  A different source – town building permit data – lists only 34 permits granted for house construction in Falls Village during the past decade.
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