The Cornwall Association
Newsletter, December 2007
The Cornwall Association provides a forum for discussion of key issues and works actively to encourage initiatives and programs for the benefit of the community.
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The first event the Association organized in 2007 was a Forum on Ticks in March – “Tick Talk” (in cooperation with the Cornwall Child Center) that drew some 100 people to learn more about the science, prevention, and treatment of Lyme and other tick-borne diseases. Expert speakers included Sue Perlotto (the “tick lady” from Torrington Area Health), Dr. Kirby Stafford III (CT state entomologist), and Dr. Brad Harding (the Center for Progressive Medicine). Participants left better prepared to deal with the dangers posed by ticks in our area.

The last public event of the year was the Energy Fair, in November, sponsored jointly with the Cornwall Energy Task Force. A panel discussion, films, activities for children, stands with information on clean fuel options and other aspects, sale of compact-fluorescent bulbs, and an afternoon tour of three energy-efficient homes in Cornwall helped people make more informed environmental choices.
Among other activities during the year was the Association’s fourth Welcoming Tea for people who have moved to Cornwall in the past several years. They were informed about the volunteer fire department (Dave Cadwell), the Child Center and CCS (Alexa Venturini), and local trails (David Colbert, with maps). As in the past, the reaction was very positive. 

The third annual Cornwall Community Picnic assumed new dimensions this year, becoming an all-day July Fest, thanks to Park and Rec. And the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Dept’s 75th anniversary was celebrated. There was softball from the morning, the Cornwall Cup being at stake, plus rides, lots of food and drink, and then music too. Hundreds were able to participate in one or another of the many activities organized. It is a rare occasion for such a cross-section of Cornwallians to come together in substantial numbers with no agenda other than to play and eat and visit.

The Association’s annual meeting offered the opportunity for First Selectman Gordon Ridgway’s sixth annual Report on the State of Cornwall. He indicated as priorities affordable housing, viable farming and local businesses, explaining some of the initiatives underway. Hector Prud’homme stressed the urgency of being proactive in defining what Cornwall will be in future. Though taking the horizon of 2050, he pointed out that unplanned change can come quickly. These issues and possible future projects were discussed.

The Cornwall website – www.cornwallct.org – remains the point of reference for up-to-date information on Cornwall - and history too. Town offices, events, meetings, businesses, available services (click “help”, for example), school activities, and much much more are on offer. A subcommittee of the Cornwall Association manages the site and the Association helps finance the web server space provided by Lazlo Gyorsok, honoured this year for his enormous contribution to this invaluable resource.  

For the first time the Association produced a brochure – Welcome to Cornwall, a guide to groups and services. It provides contact information on town offices and commissions, libraries, churches, hospitals, and more.  

Art at the Dump sales continue to support special art programs at the Cornwall Consolidated School and local artists using discarded material, this year amounting to $740 for the school. The Cornwall Association helps to promote the exhibition with a donation for applications and posters. 

Forthcoming: 
There are plans for a fourth Mid-Summer Cornwall Community Picnic  - a second Cornwall July Fest and Community Picnic, in cooperation with Park & Rec at Foote Field, with drink and barbecue provided by the Association. The Cornwall Cup will again be in play! Not to be missed.

The monthly meetings of the Board of the Cornwall Association are open to all people in Cornwall. They usually take place at 9:00 on Saturday mornings at the UCC Day Room (check the Cornwall Chronicle or the website calendar at www.cornwallct.org to be sure of the date and place).

The Board: Brian Thomas, President; Harriette Dorsen, Vice-President; Jim Sheffield, Treasurer; Brenda Underwood, Secretary. Tony Appio, Paul Baren, Dave Cadwell, Alec Frost, Ledlie Laughlin, John Miller, Marie Prentice, Steve Senzer , and Pamela Wilson. Board members serve a maximum of two consecutive three-year terms; they are elected by the membership at the annual meeting. 
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