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More From The 2010 Census

Recently-released US Census data add to the picture of how Cornwall’s population changed between 2000 and 2010. As I noted in the June 1 Chronicle, our town’s total population fell slightly over the decade from 1,434 persons to 1,420, a decline of just one percent. The new Census figures tell us of some significant changes that occurred within our apparently stable population.


One change that will probably come as little surprise to most Cornwallians is that the number of children and youth living here has shrunk. In 2010, Census takers found only 303 children and youth below 21 years of age. This is 61 or 17 percent fewer than the ten years-ago figure for this age group. These numbers probably won’t surprise the staff at CCS or the regional high school; both have experienced falling enrollments in most recent years. 


Our overall working age group, Cornwallians between 21 and 64 years old in 2010, stayed almost exactly even over the decade. It gained just two persons to grow from 818 to 820. But if you separate this large group into younger workers (ages 20 to 44) and older workers (those from 45 to 64) there were sharp differences in what happened in the intercensal decade. Cornwall’s younger worker group shrank by nearly one-fifth (down by 18 percent) while the older worker group grew by an almost equal amount (up by 16 percent. 


This pattern of an aging population was also reflected in the senior citizens category (those of us who are 65 years of age or older). This is where Cornwall experienced its most rapid growth. The number of senior citizens rose from 252 in the 2000 Census to 297 in 2010, a gain of 18 percent.


If these patterns of change continue in future years, one can imagine discussion springing up about converting classrooms at CCS for use as senior centers. 





-- David A. Grossman

